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Charles L. Sullivan : Zinfandel: A History of a Grape and Its Wine (California Studies in Food and Culture) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Zinfandel: A History of 
a Grape and Its Wine (California Studies in Food and Culture): 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Info worth knowingBy CustomerAnyone who is interested in wine 
might want to read this, but if you like Zinfandel, then I'd put it on the absolute required list. It is not a great book to 
read, possibly a bit on the dry side ;-) but it IS accurate, and it tells an incredibly important story. This is the story of 
one of the world's most unique wines, one that is almost exclusively American. Which is why it is so important to read 
this book and learn about where this grape comes from originally, and how it worked it's way into the modern 
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Zinfandel we know today.One of the most important things to learn from this book is the truth behind the often cited 
Count Haraszthy story. This was a story I believed and repeated for years. I'm personally glad to find out I was wrong 
about that whole tale. It would be great to have lots more people find out about this as well. The truth isn't nearly as 
colorful as the fiction about the Count, but it's still fascinating to learn how this grape developed.So all you ZAP 
members and Zinfandel lovers - please read this book!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great 
Book:By jfdWho said excellent historiography can't be entertaining?0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy P. BrownDefinitive book on Zinfandels.

The Zinfandel grapemdash;currently producing big, rich, luscious styles of red winemdash;has a large, loyal, even 
fanatical following in California and around the world. The grape, grown predominantly in California, has acquired an 
almost mythic statusmdash;in part because of the caliber of its wines and its remarkable versatility, and in part because 
of the mystery surrounding its origins. Charles Sullivan, a leading expert on the history of California wine, has at last 
written the definitive history of Zinfandel. Here he brings together his deep knowledge of wine with the results of his 
extensive research on the grape in the United States and Europe in a book that will entertain and enlighten wine 
aficionados and casual enthusiasts. In this lively book, Sullivan dispels the false legend that has obscured Zinfandel's 
history for almost a century, reveals the latest scientific findings about the grape's European roots, shares his thoughts 
on the quality of the wines now being produced, and looks to the future of this remarkable grape.Sullivan reconstructs 
Zinfandel's journey through historymdash;taking us from Austria to the East Coast of the U.S. in the 1820s, to Gold 
Rush California, and through the early days of the state's wine industry. He considers the ups and downs of the grape's 
popularity, including its most recent and, according to Sullivan, most brilliant "up." He also unravels the two great 
mysteries surrounding Zinfandel: the myth of Agoston Haraszthy's role in importing Zinfandel, and the heated 
controversy over the relationship between California Zinfandel and Italian Primitivo. Sullivan ends with his 
assessments of the 2001 and 2002 vintages, firmly setting the history of Zinfandel into the chronicles of grape history.

From BooklistWine historians have long debated the true origins of America's unique wine grape, zinfandel. Though 
much of today's zinfandel harvest goes to produce sweet and insipid jug roses, more and more oenophiles have come 
to appreciate zinfandel's big, peppery, full-bodied red wines that stand with the world's best. Through meticulous 
research, Sullivan demonstrates that the zinfandel grape came to California, not through the Hungarian Agoston 
Haraszthy in the 1860s, but from decades-earlier shipments of vinifera varieties from New England nurseries. The 
grape gradually spread throughout California's vineyards until winemakers discovered that zinfandel wine could rival 
its French competitors when treated knowledgeably and respectfully. The robust economy of the 1980s meant fat 
times for growers of premium zinfandel, and the variety's popularity grew as vintners experimented with new styles. 
The discovery in the 1990s that Italy's primitive grape may be identical with the zinfandel set off competition between 
Old World and New World to see if wine tasters could distinguish one country's wine from the other's. Wine buffs, 
scholars, and historians will appreciate the author's painstaking archival search. Mark KnoblauchCopyright copy; 
American Library Association. All rights reserved "California has long claimed zinfandel as its own - a (possibly) 
native grape whose bottled issue included, in the 1970s, high-alcohol red wines best suited for drinking with takeout 
pizza and, in the 1980s, blush wines ("white" zinfandels) that strongly appealed to people who didn't really like wine. 
It's been mainly in the last decade that zin has begun to be taken seriously by wine makers and wine drinkers alike. 
And it's been in the same interval, ironically, that the story of its being native to California has been debunked as myth. 
That story is ably told by Charles L. Sullivan in Zinfandel: A History of a Grape and Its Wine (California, $24.95)."--
"San Francisco Bay GuardianFrom the Inside Flap"A lively, well-researched and entertaining account of California's 
favorite grape. Illuminating."mdash;Gerald Asher, author of The Pleasures of Wine"The Zinfandel grape makes a fine 
wine. The story of its development also recapitulates and epitomizes the history of California from the Mission Era to 
the present. Enjoy, then, Charles Sullivan's masterful chronicle of the grape and the wine that best bespeak the sun, the 
soil, the hillside vineyards, the joy of life that is our beloved California!"mdash;Dr. Kevin Starr, State Librarian of 
California"The mystery of Zinfandel has always had two sides: historical and scientific. As Charles Sullivan relates, 
the science has now been demystified by Dr. Carole Meredith of the University of California at Davis. The head sleuth 
on the historical side is Sullivan himself, who, in his long-awaited book, applies the painstaking rigor of a scholar in 
tracing the path of the grape."mdash;David Darlington, author of Zin: The History and Mystery of Zinfandel"Finally, 
an authoritative and readable book that details history of the Zinfandel grape. Charles Sullivan lovingly blends 
California wine lore, primary source research and personal history into a thoughtful, compelling and thoroughly 
enjoyable chronicle of the Zinfandel-tainted California wine trade. This book is mandatory reading for those who love 
veracity, wine and a story well told."mdash;Joel Peterson, Winemaker and Founder Ravenswood Winery 


